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Right from Stuck’s opening scene —
featuring a close-up of a shit-filled,
leaking adult nappy on an incontinent
elderly man — we know that director
Stuart Gordon will spare us nothing
in this punishingly dark movie, based
on the true story of a Texan woman
who accidentally struck a man with
her car, then left him for days to die
(“like a bug”) on her windshield. Gordon
masterfully tells the story, setting it up
with plenty of old-fashioned foreboding.
Homeless Tom was hoping to find a
place to sleep ‘anywhere’ before
spending the next few days embedded
in Brandi’s car. And of course friendless
Tom was ‘stuck’ in life long before
being violently immobilised on the
windscreen, just as Brandi was ‘in the
shit’ even before being saddled with the
stranger bleeding to death in her garage.
Gordon builds the plot as a pattern of

crushing moral dilemmas to which no
one responds nobly. Will Brandi risk her
promotion and face her irresponsible
behaviour? (No.) Will boyfriend Rashid
bring Brandi to her senses? (No.) Will
anyone help a dying man? (No.) It’s
every man (or woman) for himself in
Gordon’s compassionless world; when
aneighbour’s dog seems on the verge of
revealing the gruesome situation — only
to take a few hungry bites out of Tom’s

. open wounds — the relentlessness of

life’s cruelties visited on this undead

hunk of flesh which until recently had

been a human being is driven home.

Ultimately one wonders why Tom is

so determined to survive this horror

if only to return to the misery of life.

At first Tom seems a blank stand-in
for every bad thing we’ve ever done and
hoped would disappear but that refuses
to go away. Our sympathies, initially,
are oddly engaged by Brandj, a single
woman trying to make headway in life;
but as her myopic self-absorption turns

A stiff Brandi: Mena Suvari

her from unlucky driver to outright
murderer, Tom’s shattered humanity
becomes the devastating centre of the
film. When Rea delivers his few final
lines — “Why? Why couldn’t you just
let me go?” —it's a surprise that someone
is finally making humane sense out of
this unspeakable situation, given that
fear and heartlessness have driven every
other moment of the film. Mena Suvari
is convincing as the panicked and
isolated moral linchpin of the film,
struggling over the right thing to do
and perpetually making the worst
possible choices. The dark humour —
Brandi angrily screaming “This is ALL.
YOUR. FAULT!” to a helpless Tom as she
pours petrol over him —is occasionally
laugh-out-loud funny, but it reduces
us too to unsympathetic witnesses,
laughing at the atrocities onscreen.

It’s a smart, tight film, but a
word of caution: Stuckis borderline
unwatchable. The gore in the garage
is only offset by a sequence of
claustrophobic interiors; the walls
of the garage itself seem to tighten as
the film continues. It is an unflinching
feelbad movie. And if you're planning to
cover your eyes through the really grisly
bits when, for example, Tom slowly
extracts the windshield wiper lodged in
his gut, beware — Stuck has been foleyed
to perfection by sound mixer Georges
Hannan. The heavy crunching sound
of flesh being ground into by shards
of glass is the overwhelming memory
of this bleak but hugely daring moral
tale. ®C Gilda Williams

B SYNOPSIS Rhode Island, the present. Brandi Boski excels at her work as a
retirement-home carer; her demanding boss lets her know that she is tipped for
promotion. Meanwhile, penniless Tom Bardo is having a very bad day, having
?een evicted from his dingy room and turned away by an unsympathetic
mployment agency. Prevented from sleeping in a park by police, he aimlessly
walks the streets — until he is hit by Brandi, who is driving while intoxicated
after a night out with drug-dealing boyfriend Rashid. Tom is severely wounded,
and stuck in the windshield. Panic-stricken, Brandi drives home and hides the car
in the garage — with Tom still bleeding on the bonnet. She partially confesses to
the unconcerned Rashid but blithely leaves for work the next morning in a taxi,
hitting Tom over the head to prevent him attracting attention. Tom’s thwarted
attempts to get help (from, for example, a young boy who is put off the idea of
assisting the tortured stranger by his frightened, illegal-immigrant parents)
convince him he must save himself and he painfully pushes his way out.
Meanwhile a distraught Brandi asks Rashid to get rid of Tom. A plan to abandon
the injured man in a park escalates into an attempt at outright murder; Rashid
tries to shoot Tom, but Tom succeeds in killing Rashid instead, and takes the gun.
Tom crawls out of the garage but Brandi disarms him and drags him back. She
douses the place with petrol to burn him and the garage down. In a final desperate
move, Tom pins her to the wall with the car; this time it is he who ignores Brandi’s
pleas for help. She shoots at Tom but succeeds only in setting the petrol-drenched
place alight. Tom survives and is helped by neighbours as the garage and its

occupants burn.
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